
Shared - Placement Cases 
Worksheet to Estimate Support 

 
Important to Know 
 

1. The worksheet only offers an estimate of what your support might be. 

2.  Each parent must have the children at least 25% of the time (92 days/year) before a court may use the shared-
placement guidelines. 

3. The income amount used for both parents is their gross income.  Gross income is defined as all income and 
earnings from all sources.  This income may or may not be taxable.  Income can be in the form of money, 
property, or services. 

4. These estimates do not include variables costs.  The court must also assign responsibility for payment of the 
child’s variable costs in proportion to each parent’s share of placement.  Variable costs are reasonable costs 
above basic support costs.  These costs include child care, tuition, and a child’s special needs. 

5. Shared-placement orders are based on the support guidelines as well as the time spent with each parent. 

The support guidelines are: 

• 17% of gross income for 1 child 

• 25% of gross income for 2 children 

• 29% of gross income for 3 children 

• 31% of gross income for 4 children 

• 34% of gross income for 5 or more children 

6. Time spent with children 
To calculate a parent’s time spend with the children, divide the number of overnights (or equivalents) each 
parent spends with the children by 365 days.  The time spent with each parent must be in the court order.  In the 
worksheet on page 2, enter the percent of time the children spends with the other parent.  That is:  

• In the worksheet on page 2, enter the percent of time Parent A spends with the children on Line 6 under the 
Parent B’s column, and  

• In the worksheet on page 2, enter the percent of time Parent B spends with the children on Line 6 under the 
Parent A’s column. 

 
 
Please see DCF 150 for more details about shared-placement cases. 
 
 

http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/bcs/income.htm#gross_income
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/rsb/code/dcf/dcf150.pdf


 

Shared - Placement Cases Worksheet 
This worksheet does not include payments for the children’s variable costs. 

 

  Parent A Parent B 
Line 1 

Enter each parent’s gross monthly income 
$  $  

X  % X  % 

Line 2 Enter the percent based on the number of 
children below: 

• For 1 child, enter 17% 
• For 2 children, enter 25% 
• For 3 children, enter 29% 
• For 4 children, enter 31% 
• For 5 or more children, enter 34% 

 
Enter the same percent for both parents. 

Line 3 
Multiply line 1 by line 2 

$  $  

Line 4 The 150% accounts for the costs to both parents 
of items such as bedrooms and clothes. 

X 150% 
 

X 150% 
 

Line 5 Multiply the amount in line #3 by 150% for 
each parent.   $  $  

X  % 
 

X  % 
 

Line 6 Enter percent of time the children spends with 
the other parent.  (See item # 6 on page 1) 

Parent B’s percent of time Parent A’s percent of time 

Line 7 Multiply line 5 by Lines 6 
(The parent with the highest dollar amount on 
this line will be the parent who pays support.) $  $  

Line 8 Enter the higher of the two dollar amounts in  
Line 7   $  

Line 9 Enter the lower of the two dollar amounts in 
Line 7  -  $  

Line 10 Subtract line 9 from Line 8. 
Line 10 is the estimated amount of support paid 
by the parent with the highest dollar amount in 
Line 7. 
This amount does not include payments for the 
children’s variable costs. 

 $  
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